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PRESIDENT’S LETTER

In a previous letter 1 wrote about
sitting in my garden enjoying the
summer sunshine. Now here | am
in January and | certainly cannot
say that I am sitting looking out
my window and enjoying the
weather! Everywhere has a
decidedly dismal air about it and
after complaining for years about
the snow in Montreal, | almost
yearn for some to brighten up the
landscape and to make winter
sports available in the city for
those who love them.

Happily winter is made more
bearable for our members as many
now have wonderful memories to
look back on of a great ball on 22™
November attended by our most
gracious Guests of Honour,
Viscount and Vicountess Dupplin,
followed closely by the now very
popular  Children’s  Christmas
Party on 8" December....and still
we have our Burns Supper on 24"
January and Beat the Winter Blues
Pot Luck Scottish Supper on
March 1* to look forward to.

Other  things  which  have
brightened up these last few weeks
for me has been the contact with
two recipients of educational
grants and one who received
financial assistance over this last
year. It was very gratifying to
learn from these three people how
much the help given by the Society
meant to them, not only in a
financial way, but also in the care
and concern shown to them by
committee members and Norma
King our executive secretary. It
was good to know that although
we give financial help, we also
give encouragement and caring
support to them as individuals. In
this day and age of everything
becoming bigger, and therefore
more impersonal, members of the
Society can be proud of the work
that it does and how it does it.

I hope that this spirit will continue
in the years ahead as, without
doubt, it is unlikely that there will
be much change for the better in
the wider world.

2003 is now upon us and peace in
the world is surely what we all
hope for.

I wish all our members and their
families a very happy new year
and most importantly, may all
enjoy good health,

Moira R. Barclay-Fernie
NEW MEMBERS

We extend a warm welcome to two
new members Anne Navin and
Andrea Navin.

FLOWERS
OF THE FOREST

We extend our sympathy to the
families and friends of two very
distinguished  gentlemen  who
passed away recently: Cmdr.
Donald Robertson McRobie, OBE
- Annual member since 1959, and
Col. John G. Bourne, CVO, ED,
CD - Life member since 1954.

BIRTH ANNOUNCEMENTS

lan Aitken and Mary K. Leslie are
very pleased to announce the
arrival of Trevor William Leslie
Aitken, who was born on
December 11", 2002.

POT LUCK SUPPER

All members and their families are
invited to a pot luck supper that
will take place on Saturday, March
1%, starting at 18:00. The event
will be held at St. Columba by the
Lake Presbyterian Church, 11
Rodney, Pointe Claire which is
located off Sources Road. There is
plenty of free parking. There are
three ovens to re-heat the food that

you bring. Scottish food is of
course preferred. A good time
should be had by all as there is no
cost to attend this event and you
may also bring your own wine. If
you plan to join us, please confirm
your attendance with Norma King
at the Society’s office.

HUTCHISON DINNER

A fundraising dinner will be held
on Tuesday, February 18" to raise
additional funds for The Keith
Radley Hutchison Award. The
award is managed by the St
Andrew’s Society and is given
annually to a piper at the Black
Watch (RHR), who: possesses
exceptional piping skills; has
demonstrated a strong ability to
play the instrument alone; and who
possesses an excellent character. If
you are interested in learning more
about this event, please contact the
office of the Society.

BURNS NICHT SUPPER

An evening honoring the memory
of Scotland’s national poet, with
traditional toasts, food and fun will
take place at the Royal Montreal
Curling Club on Friday, January
24" starting at 18:30. Our guest of
honour will be Mr. David M.
Lank. He is a very accomplished
businessman, academic, author,
sportsman and naturalist, and we
are very pleased that he will be
joining us this year. Mr. Martin
Barnes will propose the Toast to
the Lassies and Mrs. Anne Barnes
will  respond. Mr. Alexander
Highet will deliver the Address to
the Haggis and Mr. T.R.A.
Malcolm  will toast  John
Barleycorn.

The cost per person is $55 for
members and partners and $60 for
non-members. If you have not
already purchased your tickets,
please contact Society’s offices
immediately as seating is limited.
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ROBERT BURNS - A LASTING
MEMORY:

Prior to his untimely death on July
21, 1796, Scotland’s  most
celebrated poet, severely ill and in
extreme financial distress,
encouraged his wife, Jean Armour,
not to be afraid of the future,
predicting that "I’ll be more
respected a hundred years after |
am dead than | am at present".

Before a century had passed,
Robert Burns’ prophetic words
were certainly confirmed on
January 25, 1859, the 100"
anniversary of his birth. Scots in
his native land and all around the
world participated in special events
to honour the memory of this
gifted and sympathetic man whose
understanding of the passions and
frailties of his fellow men and
women was so profound. In
Montreal, a  commemorative
banquet was held at the City
Concert Hall, then located at
Bonsecours Market. The Hon.
John Rose, Past President of the St.
Andrew’s Society of Montreal
chaired the event and expressed
the view that because Robert
Burns’ poetry "appeals so strongly
to the sympathies and feelings of
our hearts" the poet’s memory
would be "embedded in all our
hearts” and "...in those of our
descendants in another hundred
years".

In this 21% century, the Hon. John
Rose’s sentiments remain
unequivocally true and are
substantiated by the thousands of
Burns  Suppers  which  have
continued to be celebrated around
the world ever since the first
impromptu one took place in 1801.
On January 25" of that year, a
number of Argyll Militia soldiers,
accompanied by their band playing
appropriate airs, marched out from

Hon. John Rose

the town of Ayr to Burns’
birthplace in Alloway to celebrate
the anniversary of the poet’s birth,
the well known cottage being an
alehouse at that time. On January
25™ of the following year, the first
organized Burns Supper also took
place in Alloway and haggis,
which is a traditional part of any
Burns Supper, was served as part
of the meal.

The Society during the 19" and
20" century was indirectly
involved in two events relating to
Robert Burns. The first one was
the purchase of the famous Burns’
Bible in 1840 predominately by
members of the St. Andrew’s
Society, who also arranged for its
transportation to the Burns
Monument Museum at Alloway. In
1985, during the Society’s
Sesquicentennial Year, the Bible
again crossed the Atlantic and was
on display at the Society’s
Exhibition at the McCord Museum
until 1986 when it was returned,
by the writer, to the Burns
Monument Museum on October
20", the 200™ anniversary of the
death of Burns’ beloved Highland
Mary. The second event was in
1929 when, after being approached
by Mr. William McBroom of the

Ayrshire Association, the Society
became unofficially involved in
the raising of the necessary funds
for the erection of the Burns
monument at what was then
known as Dominion Square.
Despite the stock market crash of
that year and the ensuing
depression, the appeal was
successful, as is evidenced by the
existence of the statue, a replica of
the Scottish one at Ayr, on the site
now known as Dorchester Square.
Of the total subscribers, 85% were
members of the St. Andrew’s
Society of Montreal, their
contributions amounting to 95% of
the total sum raised.

Statue of Robert Burns

In recent years, the Society has
been involved in two ceremonies
at the monument, both
commemorating the anniversary of
the poet’s death. One on July 21%,
1985 during the Society’s
Sesquicentennial Year and the
other on July 21%, 1996 in memory
of the 200™ anniversary of Burns’
death.

Mary Johnston Cox, Historian
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THE BALL

Over 370 people attended the St.
Andrew’s Ball that was held on
Friday, November 22, 2002, at the
Fairmont Queen Elizabeth Hotel.
By all measures it was a very
successful event and enjoyed by
everyone present.

This year’s guests of honour were
Charles William Harley, Viscount
Dupplin and his wife Clare
Crawford, Viscountess Dupplin.
They divide their time between
Abernyte in Perthshire and London
and they arrived in Montreal with
time to participate in all the Ball
Week activities. Their genuine
interest in the St. Andrew’s
Society, Montreal, the Ball and
related activities was obvious to
everyone who spoke with them
and it trickled all the way down to
the Scottish country dances done
during the ball, for they put in a
special request for The Reel of the
51st Division and The Duke of
Perth. The Guests of Honour later
wrote that “We were overwhelmed
by the warmth of the reception and
very much enjoyed ourselves in
meeting the vibrant and terrific fun
of the St Andrew’s Society and
Scottish community in Montreal.”
Lord Dupplin is the eldest son and
heir to the 15" Earl of Kinnoul,
Viscount Dupplin, Lord Hay of
Kinfauns and Baron Hay of
Petwardine. He is a barrister by
training as well as being Chairman
of the Royal Caledonian Trust and
a member of the Atholl
Highlanders.

The evening’s events  got
underway with a performance of
highland dancing by the Montreal
Highland Dancing Association -
setting the tone for what was to
come. As guests filed in to the
ballroom they enjoyed new and
magnificent decorations designed
by the decorations committee. Of
note were life-size images of

members of various Scottish
regiments in full costume. If you
missed them this year, look for
them next year. Complementing
the decorations was a very
professional ball program which
provided information about the
evening’s proceedings, the Society
and the Guests of Honour, among
other things.

During the course of the evening
flowers  were presented to
Viscountess Dupplin by the Flower
Girl, Marie-Céleste Delanoé
McNiven and the Page Maurice
Drummond McNiven, who along
with Moira Barclay-Fernie, the
President, are pictured above. The
Black Watch Cadet Pipes and
Drums performed and then came
the wonderful Debutantes, whose
story is detailed on the following

page.

Much of the tradition and
ceremony of the St. Andrew’s Ball
is due to the Black Watch (RHR)
of Canada, the Black Watch Pipes
and Drums Band and the Black
Watch Cadet Pipes and Drums. We
are grateful for the notes of
solemnity and formality which
their participation provides. They
ensure that the haggis is piped in
appropriately, that a sword dance
is performed, and that dancers are
led in to the ball room for the
Scottish country dancing.  The
Commanding Officer of the Black
Watch, LCOL Bruce Bolton and
his wife Roberta were seated at the
head table, and many cadets and
officers were in attendance.

The ball is a success thanks to
people and corporations who
purchase tickets and tables year
after year, chacun a sa mesure. It
was a pleasure to welcome back to
the Ball a large group of energetic
guests invited by Mr. Robert
Ritchie, President and Chief
Executive Officer of the Canadian
Pacific Railway. Many of them
come from as far away as Calgary
to attend the event and they inject
the ball and the Scottish country
dancing with infectious
enthusiasm.

What would the St. Andrew’s Ball
be without Scottish country
dancing? Not as much (in the
opinion of this author!) and for this
we are all indebted to Mrs. Betty
Speirs who gives up 8 evenings to
prepare willing and enthusiastic
(but sometimes uncoordinated-at-
the-outset) dancers for the ball.
Her patience is put to the test but
ultimately the dancers pass a test
of their own on the dance floor as a
mass of people do grand chains
and reels of three choreography.
After the Ball, Betty commented
that “all the dancers did very well
and it was worth the time that it
took to teach them”.

For those wanting a break from the
dancing, the Dupplin Arms Pub
came to life for a night with Jimmy
Stevens, David Gossage and Bill
Gossage providing musical
entertainment, courtesy of
Hurley’s Irish Pub. Bill Hurley,
who had the pleasure of
entertaining our Guests of Honour
at his Pub, said recently that he
supports the Ball because “it is
great to get the Scottish
community together to help them
celebrate their traditions”.

The Ball ended with the traditional
singing of Auld Lang Syne.
Sometime after three in the
morning weary dancers dispersed
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and Brigadoon-like the Ball
disappeared in to the mists of our
memories until the same time next
year.

The Ball remains the most
significant event organized by the
Society, both as a cultural
showcase and as a fundraising
event. Its success, on both counts,
was due to the tremendous support
that it received from so many
people and to the tireless efforts of
the members of the Ball
Committee. The proceeds from the
Ball will allow the Society to
continue its charitable work in the
Montreal Community.

If you have any comments or
suggestions regarding the Ball, or
would like to assist with the
organization of the event next year,
please contact the office of the
Society.

Helen Meredith

THE DEBUTANTES
PROGRAM

Despite being small in number, the
debutantes and escorts made their
enthusiastic presence known at the
2003 St. Andrew’s Ball. Debuting
is a very special event in a young
lady’s life and it involves far more
than you might think. Indeed
preparation for their presentation
to the Viscount and Viscountess
Dupplin began well before the day
of the Ball. Twice a week for a
month, the debs and escorts were
at the Black Watch Armoury
learning to waltz - Scottish style.
Although Scottish Country
Dancing was new to all of them,
they managed to perform the waltz
flawlessly, with not a turn out of
place. All the debs and escorts
credit their success to Betty Speirs
who  patiently and  good-
humouredly taught them the grace

and precision that they needed to
perform this traditional Scottish
dance. The practices allowed the
debs and escorts to meet members
of the Society and other Ball
guests, something that they greatly
enjoyed.

The debutantes program included a
tea hosted by Anne Barnes and a
luncheon held at the home of
Moira  Barclay-Fernie.  Having
never attended a formal afternoon
tea before, the debs were slightly
nervous, but their hostess soon put
them at ease. The tea allowed the
debutantes to get to know each
other, as well as members of the
Society, and by the time of the
luncheon they were perfectly at
ease with each other and had a
lovely time along with an
appetizing meal.

The debutantes and escorts also
served a meal at the Old Brewery
Mission on the Monday before the
Ball. They were thrilled to be able
to give back to the community in
such a manner. Amy found the
experience to be “extremely
enlightening” and was pleased at
how friendly and appreciative both
the staff and the men were. After
serving the meal, they were given
a tour of the facilities and told
about life on the street and the
services that the Mission offers.

The Debutantes Reception, held on
the Wednesday before the Ball,
allowed the debs and escorts to
meet the Guests of Honour on an
informal basis. Natalie found them
to be very “down to earth and
approachable” and the other
debutantes agreed. They got on
famously with the Viscount and
Viscountess and exchanged several
jokes with Lady Dupplin about
how they were all going to be
“snowflakes” in reference to the

white dresses they would all wear
to the Ball.

The long awaited day of the Ball
soon arrived and the debutantes
gathered at Coiffure St. Laurent.
After spending their morning in
the hands of talented hairdressers,
they were whisked downtown for
makeovers at Clinique. Wandering
around the underground city with
elaborate hair and carrying elegant
white gowns, the debutantes were
the recipients of many curious
stares and inquiries asking which
one of them was the bride! Next
came the final dance practice and
then the photographs. There is no
doubt that the young ladies looked
stunning in their long white
dresses and tartan sashes while
their escorts were suitably attired
in highland dress thanks to a
generous donation of three Black
Watch Kkilts, courtesy of LCOL
Bruce Bolton. The tartans added a
distinctly Scottish flair to the
group and helped reinforce the
impression that these young ladies
were not simply coming out into
society but were celebrating
Scottish  traditions and their
heritage as well.

The Ball was an exciting
experience for the debutantes and
escorts as they tasted haggis for the
first time, danced the night away
and were welcomed into Scottish
Society. All the debutantes agreed
that being presented was an
incredible honour and that despite
being nervous, they were very
pleased that their curtseys and their
waltz went so well. After their
presentation, the debutantes and
escorts danced well into the wee
hours of the morning and all are
looking forward to next year’s
Ball.

Andrea Navin
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THE DEBUTANTES AND
ESCORTS OF THE 2003 ST.
ANDREW’S BALL

Natalie Waters Kushnir is in her
final year at Sacred Heart School
of Montreal. After obtaining her
diploma, Natalie plans to study
Interior Design and wishes to
travel in Europe. Her volunteer
work includes interacting with the
residents at Chateau Westmount
and she enjoys playing tennis and
soccer and helping out at special
events at her School. Natalie was
escorted by Timothy Ronald
Phillips  who  attends  the
University of Bristol and is
currently studying at McGill
University as an exchange student.
He is majoring in Honours Civil
Engineering and back home in
England Timothy is involved in
fundraising for charity through
RAG and umpires field hockey.

Amy Marie Lanteigne is
currently studying at Dawson
College and plans to enter the
Social Science program with a
focus on North-South studies

where she will learn about the
socio-economic development of
countries in the third world. She
hopes to one day teach in a third
world country and travel the world
helping other people who are
struggling with life. Her interests
include all types of dance,
including ballet and Irish dancing
as well as yoga and working with
chalk pastels. Come January, Amy
is planning on volunteering at the
Batshaw Youth and Family Center.
Accompanying Amy was
Christopher Bertram Robert
Dye who is in his final year of Law
School at McGill University. Chris
is president of the McGill Celtic
Society as well as a member of the
McGill Improv Team and IPSA.
He is involved in a variety of
community  work, including
helping to save Saint Patrick’s
School and offering them free
legal advice.

Veronica Rose Porter is currently
in her first year Science at Dawson
College. She hopes to one day
attend the University of Guelph
and study to become a landscape

artist. She is actively involved in
the Scottish Community as she is a
Highland Dancer and several of
her younger sisters also dance.
Veronica volunteers at the Mackay
center and helps out in a local
community gardening project as
well as being part of the Dawson
Rowing Crew, a member of the
Dawson Rock Climbing Club and
co-president of the Outdoor
Adventure Club. Benedict lan
Waters, who escorted Veronica,
also studies at Dawson College.
Ben is studying Civil Engineering
Technology and hopes to one-day
design sports equipment. Ben
enjoys hockey, snowboarding and
skateboarding and his previous
volunteer work includes time spent
helping at the Mount Sinai
Hospital.

Scholastica Merilee Waters is
currently working as a surgical
nurse at the Jewish General
Hospital after studying nursing at
John Abbot. She plans to attend
Concordia University in the fall
and wishes to study either
anthropology or psychology. She
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is a Highland Dancer who
volunteers at the Old Brewery and
at Chez Mes Amis community
kitchen and helps her younger
brother who has Down’s syndrome
learn to  speak.  Escorting
Scholastica was Darren George
Navin who just graduated from
McGill University with a bachelor
degree in Electrical Engineering
and a minor in Management.
Darren recently began to learn
some Scottish Country Dancing
and is actively involved in several
student engineering societies. He is
a former VP of the McGill Italian
Association and spent many years
during high school and CEGEP
helping to fundraise for a variety
of charities. Darren plays the violin
and guitar and has been on several
soccer teams.

ST. ANDREW'’S DAY
MESSAGE FROM

THE FIRST MINISTER OF
SCOTLAND AND THE
SECRETARY OF STATE FOR
SCOTLAND

St Andrew’s Day is the day when
Scots — and friends of Scotland —
around the world celebrate the
achievements of the country of
their birth and of their forefathers.
It is a day to be proud of the
traditions, the culture and the
contribution that Scotland and its
people have brought to the world
over hundreds of years.

It is also a time to celebrate the
achievements of contemporary
Scotland to reach out to our many
friends across many nations.

We have a long history of
internationalism and achievement.
There are Scots and people of
Scottish  ancestry  living and
working in almost every country of
the world. Over the years, people
from many lands have studied,
worked or settled in Scotland.

That flow of people, ideas and
talents has benefited all of us — in
our past and in our lives today.

Scotland is a country with a proud
history, with strong traditions and
customs. And we are also a
country that is modern and
outward looking, with much to
offer the world. We value our
vibrant and multi-layered culture
and the opportunity we have to
learn from others.

With our new Scottish Parliament
we are combining 300 years of
experience and learning with the
unique opportunity of creating a
revitalized democracy to meet the
demand of the modern world. A
new Parliament, making decisions
on health and education, building
the infrastructure to  secure
economic growth and benefiting
from the strength of our
partnership within an influential
and stable United Kingdom.

In Scotland today, we are building
on our traditions of innovation,
learning and invention. We are
nurturing the wealth of talent in
our cities, towns and villages and
we offer a warm welcome to all
who want to live with us and
contribute their skills to build our
country’s future.

Around the world, there are many
celebrating this special day with
us. We are pleased and proud to
send our warmest wishes to you
from the people of Scotland. We
value your friendship and your
continuing links with us.

We both wish you a very happy St.
Andrew’s Day.

The RT Hon Jack McConnell MSP,
First Minister of Scotland

The Rt Hon Helen Liddell MP,
Secretary of State for Scotland

CHILDREN’S CHRISTMAS
PARTY THANK YOU:

To all of the Society’s members
and others who so willingly
provided their donations, time and
services for the benefit of the
Children’s Party, | would like, as
Co-ordinator, to express my most
sincere thanks to all of you who
were involved. Judging by the
happy reaction of over 60 children
who were able to attend and thanks
to your generosity, the December
8" party was definitely a success.

In the familiar and friendly
atmosphere of The Black Watch
Officers’ Mess with its helpful and
courteous staff, a great
performance by the Cadet Pipes
and Drums plus the Highland
dancers, Nemo the Magician, his
special friend Melvin, the rabbit,
and last but certainly not least our
special bagpipe-playing MacSanta
Claus how could this fun day be
anything else other than a happy
occasion.
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For many years now, you, the
members and all the other
generous people involved have
given many children not only one
anticipated afternoon of enjoyment
each year but also, hopefully, an
everlasting and pleasant memory
throughout many years as well as
an ongoing awareness of their
Scottish heritage and traditions.

You will also be pleased to know
that once again, as for many years
now and mainly because of your
monetary and wonderful food
donations, etc., the party was
accomplished by all of you without
cost to the Society.

Mary Johnston Cox, Co-ordinator,
Children’s Christmas Party

WELSH WEEK

The St. David’s Society of
Montreal will be holding its
Centenary Ball on Saturday,
March 1% at the Delta Hotel. Those
interested in attending this historic
event should call 450 464 7161. As
part of their Centenary celebration,
a concert of the Welsh Choir will
take place on February 26" at the
St. James United Church starting at
19:30.

ROYAL MONTREAL
CURLING CLUB TO
WELCOME SCOTTISH
CURLERS WITH BANQUET

The Royal Montreal Curling Club
is hosting a banquet on Tuesday,
January 21%, to welcome more
than 45 Scottish Curlers who will
be in this country on their
decennial visit to compete for the
Strathcona Cup. The competition
was first held in 1903 and a match
will take place at the Royal
Montreal Curling Club starting at
14:30. The banquet will follow,
starting at 18:30. Those interested
in purchasing tickets should
contact the Curling Club directly at
935 3411.

HOGMANAY EXPLAINED

The celebration of Hogmanay on
December 31"  involves a
celebratory drink or two, fireworks
and the Kkissing of complete
strangers. The origin of the word
“Hogmanay” is uncertain. Various
suggestions have been made over
the years and they all sound pretty
good from where we are sitting:
from the Gaelic oge maidne ("new
morning"); a Flemish combo of
hoog ("high™ or "great"), min
("love™ or "affection") and dag
("day");  Anglo-Saxon  Haleg
Monath ("Holy Month™); Norman
French word hoguinané ("gift at
New Year").

Source: Scotsman.com

LOST AND FOUND

A lady’s navy blue suit jacket with
a deep pink lining and a lady’s
tartan waistcoat with a velvet trim
were both found after one of the
dance practices at the Black
Watch. If you lost these items,
please contact Norma King at the
Society’s office.

EDITOR’S NOTE

The creation of The Journal is only
possible due to the contribution of
many people, and | would like to
thank them all for making this
issue possible.

I would also like to recognize the
great work that Mrs. June Hunter
and Mr. William Campbell have
done over many years as editors,
designers and publishers of The
Journal. They have produced
countless issues that have been a
pleasure to read, entertaining to
look at and that have represented
the Society well.

If you have comments or
suggestions regarding The Journal,
or would like to assist with its
preparation, please contact me at
the office of the Society.

lan Aitken, Interim Editor

The Journal is published by:

The St. Andrew’s Society
of Montreal

1195 Sherbrooke Street West,
Montreal, Quebec
H3A 1H9, Canada
(514) 842 2030

nking@standrews.gc.ca

www.standrews.qc.ca
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