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ST. ANDREW'S SOCIETY of MONTREAL

TELEPHONE: (514) 842-2030 FAX: (514) 842-9848
1195 Sherbrooke West, Montreal, Quebec H3A 1H9

A BRIEF HISTORY OF THE SOCIETY’S BURIAL SITES

During the summer of 1857, under tragic circumstances, the St. Andrew’s Society of Montreal
acquired its first burial lot in the Mount Royal Cemetery. It was generously donated by the Mount
Royal Cemetery Company at the time of the S.S. “Montreal” shipping disaster which occurred on
the St. Lawrence River between Quebec City and Montreal on the afternoon of June 26", 1857.

Of the 450 passengers on board (320 of whom were newly-arrived Scottish immigrants) over 250
perished, either by fire or drowning. Fifteen of the victims and seventy-six of the survivors who
arrived on the rescue ship at the Port of Montreal on June 27" were Scottish. These survivors
were taken to the recently opened St. Andrew’s Home on St. George Street, where they were
welcomed and remained in the Society’s care until they were able to travel onwards to their
original destinations or, in some cases, return by ship to their families in Scotland. The Society
also carried out the necessary arrangements for the welfare of the orphaned children, expressing
the wish that, if possible, they should not be separated when placed in the orphanage.

On the afternoon of July 2™, following a religious service conducted by one of the Society’s
chaplains, the Rev. Dr. Taylor, the fifteen Scottish victims (two mothers, twelve young children
and one young lad) were laid to rest, side by side, at the carefully-chosen burial site in Mount
Royal Cemetery. With the exception of a 9-month old baby boy, John Muir, the names of the
other victims remain unknown. The baby’s mother, Agnes Muir, would appear to have been at the
grave-side along with some of the survivors, officers of the Society and others. A few days
earlier, she and a number of other survivors, accompanied by some of the Society’s officers had
travelled by train to Quebec City for the sad task of identifying the victims. Mrs. Muir identified
the bodies of her husband, James Muir and their 7-year old son, James, but the name of their
missing 4-year old daughter, Violet was not mentioned on the list of the bodies found at that
particular time. The newly widowed mother and her only remaining child, 9-year old George,
remained at the St. Andrew’s Home until they left on July 9", bound for Detroit. Substantial
donations and assistance were received from not only Scots and others in the community but also
from Scottish Societies and donors across the country as well as the U.S.A. This enabled all the
survivors, including Agnes Muir and her son, to be completely outfitted, provided with luggage,
extra clothing, necessities, free transportation and appropriate funds prior to their departure.
Sadly, within that same month, one of the orphaned survivors, a baby girl of 18 months, Jennie
Caldwell, died in hospital and was laid to rest in the Society’s lot beside the other fifteen victims,
in the presence of the Society’s President, William Murray.

After a period of ten years and many other burials, an additional lot was required and the one
adjacent to the original lot was graciously granted by the M.R.C.C.’s Board of Trustees. The deed
for both lots (Section F 28) was presented to the Society in 1869, the year in which eleven




persons had been buried, one of whom was Sir Walter Scott’s nephew, William Scott, who had
been a patient for over two years in the St. Andrew’s Home, where he died in April of that year.

In fulfilling its benevolent endeavours, the Society, since 1857, has ensured the provision of
burial space for many Scots and their descendants; especially during the earlier years in times of
many epidemics and calamities. Throughout these years, the Charitable Committee members
were most vigilant in following the ruling that: "It is the Society’s express injunction that none of
our countrymen or countrywomen, dying helpless and friendless in this City, are to be buried at
the public’s expense". They were so alert that on one occasion, after seeing a newspaper item
regarding the sudden deaths of three Scotsmen, they apparently rushed to the morgue and claimed
the bodies for burial in the Society’s lot.

By the early 20" century, the first of four other grave sites was purchased, two at the Hawthorn-
Dale Cemetery (Lot 21, No. 31 & Lot 48, No. 59) in 1912 and 1923 and two in the newer section
at the Mount Royal Cemetery (Section G 762 & 762A) in 1913 and 1940.

In the Society’s 75™ annual report (1909 / 1910) it is recorded that 155 burials in the Society’s
lots had taken place in the 75-year period. The amount of burials shown in the recently compiled
listing from 1857 to 1985, the Society’s 150" year, is now 322. This does not, however, include
the fourteen unnamed S.S. “Montreal” victims. The names listed are mainly taken from the
M.R.C.C.’s records with some from the Society’s records. With only a few exceptions, e.g.,
persons who had died in the St. Andrew’s Home, the Society has not mentioned the names of the
deceased in the annual reports - only the number of burials in each year. In the majority of cases,
the burials have been in the Society’s lots but there have been occasions where the interments
have been in other lots, such as family ones for example. With some exceptions, the burial and
funeral expenses were arranged and funded by the Society. On a number of occasions, donations
were later received in grateful appreciation from family members, especially those in Scotland.

On October 17", 1953 a memorial stone was unveiled at the Society’s lot in Section G 762 &
762A and a dedication prayer was offered by Col., The Rev. George Kilpatrick.

Almost thirty years later, in November, 1982 and to the sound of the pipes, a monument
in memory of the victims of the S.S. “Montreal” disaster was unveiled by the Rt. Hon.,
The Earl of Mansfield, accompanied by the Society’s President, Judge George Gould.

From the St. Andrew’s Day Sermon, 1869 - by the Rev. Alex. Young, Knox Church:

"And for those of our friendless countrymen whom death overtook far from their native land, a

decent interment has been provided. Like a kind and tender mother putting her children to rest,
the St. Andrew’s Society has sought to soothe their last hours, and when death closed the scene,
she gave them a coffin and a grave in a strange land."”

Mary Johnston Cox

Historian

St. Andrew’s Society of Montreal
March 30", 2005




Last Name

St. Andrew’s Society of Montreal

List of Burials

Mount Royal and Hawthorn-Dale Cemeteries

Given Names

Adams
Allen
Anderson
Anderson
Anderson
Balfour
Balfour
Barnard
Barnett
Barr
Barrett
Beatty
Begg
Bell
Beveridge
Bloomfield
Boyek3
Brandish
Bremner
Brough
Brow
Brown
Brown
Brown

Mary

Bella

David
George
James Clarke
John Alexander
William
William
Roderick
Peter

Jane
Sophia
Alexander
John Beattie
Elizabeth
Margaret
Alexander
Thomas
Donald
Annie

W. Dawson
Janet

John
Robert

! The date indicated is usually the date of death, but may be the date of the burial or the funeral

1857 - 1985

Age?

1
24
47
60

0
63
54
24
41
54
49

1

12
29
76

25
23
72
36
60
23

Year

Date’
Month Day

1909
1910
1908
1928
1863
1932
1910
1908
1905
1932
1929
1860
1874
1922
1912
1936
1910
1863
1871
1898
1875
1928
1910
1903

10 9
11 24
6 7
3 3
12
25
12
11
22
30
3
29
18
30
21
17
27
7 20
12 25
6 7
9 1
11 18
3 31
12 21
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Location
of Plot

MRC F 28
MRC F 28
MRC F 28
MRC G 762
MRC F 28
MRC G 762
MRC F 28
MRC F 28
MRC F 28
MRC G 762
MRC G 762
MRC F 28
MRC F 28
MRC G 762
MRC G 762
MRC G 762
MRC F 28
MRC F 28
MRC F 28
MRC F 28
MRC F 28
HD L48G59
MRC F 28
MRC F 28

2|f age was recorded in months, it has been rounded to the nearest year. “0” indicates less than 6 months

® Alexander Boyek was removed September 28", 1910 to Section L 1054




Last Name

Given Names

Brown”
Bruce
Buchanan
Burnett
Burns
Burns
Butler
Calderwood
Caldwell
Cameron
Cameron
Campbell
Campbell
Campbell
Campbell
Campbell
Campbell
Campbell
Campbell
Campbell
Carmichael
Chalmers
Chisholm
Clarke
Clements
Cochrane
Cockburn
Colville
Cook
Cossar
Coutts
Cowan
Craig
Crombie
Crombie
Curran
Currie
Dalgliesh
Dandie
Darrach
Davidson
Davidson
Dempster
Dempster
Dixon
Don

Walter

David A.

B.

Arthur
Elizabeth
James

Jessie

William

Jennie

Agnes
Margaret
Daniel
Elizabeth Main
Helen

Hugh

Janet

Jean Murdoch
John

John

John Bell
Robert
Thomas
Maggie

John

Sophia
Archibald
James

David

Andrew Henderson
Son of James Cossar
Fred

Ellen

Charles
Elizabeth Jane
William
George
Margaret
Adam

David

William
Margaret
William

James C.
Rebecca
William Hamilton
David

Age
91

2
a7
56

1
36
77

2

0
85
58
55
33
50
89

3
32
50
82
36

0
30
76
37
58
35
28

0
39
25
70
48
58
50
68
35
46
59

3
37
80
44
25

Year

Month

1930
1909
1862
1913
1912
1860
1920
1940
1857
1912
1951
1912
1860
1920
1860
1954
1913
1920
1913
1946
1892
1915
1912
1868
1893
1867
1870
1891
1959
1890
1908
1907
1901
1907
1901
1907
1919
1914
1874
1862
1916
1875
1920
1947
1911
1876

* Walter Brown was removed August 23" 1930 to Section G 717A
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Day

14
18
11
10
8
29
16
17
29
26
20
22
9
9
6
7
30
6
21
3
12
3
6
12
24
14
25
8
?
29
30
21
21
6
2
22
24
14
25
12
1
16
23
16
9
20

Plot

MRC G 762
MRC F 28
MRC F 28
MRC G 762
MRC G 762
MRC F 28
MRC G 762
MRC G 762
MRC F 28
MRC G 762
MRC G 762
MRC G 762
MRC F 28
MRC G 762
MRC F 28
MRC G 762
MRC G 762
MRC G 762
MRC G 762
MRC G 762
MRC F 28
MRC G 762
MRC G 762
MRC F 28
MRC F 28
MRC F 28
MRC F 28
MRC F 28
MRC G 762
MRC F 28
MRC F 28
MRC F 28
MRC F 28
MRC F 28
MRC F 28
MRC F 28
MRC G 762
MRC G 762
MRC F 28
MRC F 28
MRC G 762
MRC F 28
MRC G 762
MRC G 762
MRC F 28
MRC F 28




Last Name

Given Names

Douglas
Douglas
Dow
Drummond
Duncan
Duncan
Durie
Dykes
Eddie
Ellier
Ewart
Falconer
Farquharson
Farquharson
Farquharson
Fields
Forbes
Forbes
Forsyth
Fox

Fraser
Gilchrist
Gilchrist®
Gilvoy
Gordon
Gow
Gowan
Graham®
Graham
Graham
Graham
Grant
Grant
Grant
Gray
Griffiths
Guthrie
Haining
Hall
Hamilton
Harris

Hay

Hay
Henderson
Higgins

James

James A.

James

John

Alexander

Jean

Charles Alexander
Anderson
Isabella French
John H.

William Carruthers
Catherine
Alexander
Margaret
Margaret McLachlan
William

Elizabeth

James Lomont
Alexander
Andrew

Robert

Louise Dixon
Margaret Dunlop
Margaret
Alexander McG.Rose
James

John

Frederick W.
James

Kate

Mary

James

Joseph

Sarah

Alexander Cuthill
David

John

Adam

May

David

John

James

Thomas
Alexander
Charles Kettles

® This plot is not owned by the Society
® This plot is not owned by the Society

Month
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Day

24
7
15
8
11
17
17
15
4
24
19
18
27
15
25
14
16
14
11
20
11
12
6
29
10
3
5
29
9
14
17
6
17
1
26
22
17
26
28
8
5
19
23
1
12

Plot

MRC F 28
MRC G 762
MRC G 762
MRC G 762
MRC F 28
HD L48G59
MRC F 28
MRC F 28
MRC G 762
MRC G 762
MRC F 28
MRC G 762
MRC F 28
MRC F 28
MRC F 28
MRC F 28
MRC G 762
MRC F 28
MRC G 762
MRC F 28
MRC F 28
MRC G 762
MRC M 369Q
MRC F 28
MRC F 28
MRC G 762
MRC F 28
MRC B361AB
MRC F 28
MRC F 28
MRC F 28
MRC F 28
MRC G 762
MRC G 762
MRC G 762
MRC F 28
MRC G 762
MRC G 762
MRC G 762
MRC F 28
MRC G 762
MRC F 28
MRC F 28
MRC F 28
MRC G 762




Last Name

Given Names

Higgins
Hill

Hogg
Hood
Hughes
Hughes
Humphrey
Hunter’
Hunter
Hunter
Hunter
Inkster
Isaacs
Jack
Johnson
Johnson
Johnson
Kelly
Kennedy
Kennedy
Kerr

Kerr

King
Kinmond
Knight
Lamont
Latimer
Lauder
Lawson
Layton
Leckie
Leitch
Leslie
Leslie
Lindsay
Lithgow
Lochhead
Lowden
Lowery
Macdonald
MacDonald
MacFarlane
MacGregor
Maclntosh
MacKay
Mackay

Mary

James Ballantyne
Elizabeth
Annie Catherine
John

John

Hugh Thomson
Henry

John

Margaret

Bella

Bella

Marion

William

Jane Ann
Margaret
Matthew
Edward

J. Stewart
William

James G.
Malcolm
James

Robert

David

Allan

Samuel
Margaret Atchison
James

Louise

Robert

Angus William Alexander
James

Norman

John

Ann Gaul
Samuel Allison
James

Isabella

Hugh

Mrs.

Daniel

James Wingate
Roderick

Annie

Donald

" This plot is not owned by the Society

Month
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Day

6
12
14
12
21

3
14
10
29

2

9
21
28
13
24
19
18
27

7
17
11
23
10

3
14
21

8
22
15
14
20

1
31
25
28

3
20

1
19
30
24
23
17

1
18
31

Plot

MRC G 762
MRC F 28
MRC G 762
MRC G 762
MRC F 28
MRC G 762
MRC G 762
MRC G 450
MRC F 28
MRC F 28
MRC F 28
MRC G 762
MRC G 762
MRC F 28
MRC G 762
MRC F 28
MRC G 762
MRC F 28
MRC F 28
MRC F 28
MRC G 762
HD L21G31
MRC G 762
MRC F 28
MRC F 28
MRC G 762
MRC F 28
MRC F 28
MRC F 28
MRC F 28
MRC G 762
MRC F 28
MRC F 28
MRC F 28
MRC G 762
MRC G 762
MRC F 28
MRC F 28
MRC F 28
MRC G 762
MRC G 762
MRC G 762
MRC G 762
MRC G 762
MRC G 762
HD L21G31




Last Name

Given Names

MacKay
Mackenzie
MacKenzie
MacKenzie
Mackie
Mackie
Mair
Marshall
Martin
Martin
Martin
McArthur
McArthur
McBain
McConnell
McCrindle
McCurdy
McDonald
McDonald
McDonald
McDonald
McEwen
McFarlane
McGeachie
McGill
McGillip
McGilp
McGilp
McGowan
McGregor
Mclnnes
Mcintosh
Mcintosh
Mclntosh
Mcintyre
Mclver
McKenzie
McLachlan
McLachlan
McLachlan
McLean
McLeod®
McLeod
McLeod
McMillan
McMillan

Dorothy Ruth
Alexander
Donald

John

Alison Paterson
Mary

Mungo

John
Elizabeth
James

John
Malcolm
William

Bella

William
William Bremner
Ann
Alexander
Ann

James
Joseph
Malcolm Wilkie
Catherine
Heston

Ann
Gertrude
Jane Morrison
Peter
Thomas
Daniel
Alexander
Florence
James

John

William
Donald John
James
Agnes

Henry
Robert
Alexander
Angus
Christina
Mary

Mary

Rachel

8 This plot is not owned by the Society

Month Day

9 27
16
6 16
1 7
1 16
12 20
8 11
2 29
20
21
21
24
4
3
14
10
23
5
21
14
8
8
4
15
8
28
13
18
5
9
2
29
17
23
3
21
29

Plot

MRC G 762
MRC G 762
MRC F 28
MRC G 762
MRC G 762
MRC G 762
MRC F 28
MRC G 762
MRC F 28
MRC F 28
MRC F 28
MRC G 762
MRC G 762
MRC G 762
MRC F 28
MRC F 28
MRC F 28
MRC F 28
MRC F 28
MRC G 762
MRC F 28
MRC G 762
MRC G 762
MRC G 762
MRC F 28
MRC F 28
MRC F 28
MRC F 28
MRC F 28
MRC G 762
MRC F 28
MRC G 762
MRC F 28
MRC F 28
MRC F 28
MRC G 762
MRC F 28
MRC G 762
MRC G 762
MRC G 762
MRC G 762

MRC G 810C

MRC F 28
MRC G 762
MRC F 28
MRC F 28




Last Name

Given Names

McNeil
McRae
McRae
McTavish
McWilliams
Meechan
Melville
Milloy
Milne M.D.
Mitchell
Moffat
Morgan
Morison
Morison
Morrison
Muir
Munro
Murdoch
Murray
Murray
Nicholson
Nicol
Ogilvie
Park
Parke
Paterson
Paterson
Paterson
Patterson
Patterson
Patterson
Paxton
Phillips
Phillips
Pirrie
Plain
Powie
Plaw®
Quosbarth
Rankin
Reid

Rice
Robb
Robertson
Rose
Ross

Alexander
Jane

Margaret

Hugh

Mary McQueen
Patrick

Andrew

Ronald

James

Harry

Joseph

Janet
Alexander Smith
James

Son of John Morrison

John

Hugh Moffat
John
Norman
Peter
Archie

John

Isabel

John
Elizabeth Mary
Andrew
Margaret
Robert B.
Agnes

Evan
Robert
Mary
James
Peter
Jessie

Mary Eliza
Margaret
Rebecca Collins
John
Charles Taylor
Charles
Margaret
William
Charles D.
Catherine
Frances F.

° This plot is not owned by the Society

Day

14
1
15
16
21
20
16
26
31
5
18
15
18
18
27
2
21
30
3
10
16
15
20
25
2
1
7
16
14
22
25
19
5
7
11
15
18
26
11
25
17
14
2
7
25
4

Plot

MRC F 28
MRC F 28
MRC G 762
MRC F 28
MRC F 28
MRC G 762
MRC F 28
MRC G 762
MRC G 762
MRC G 762
MRC F 28
MRC G 762
MRC G 762
MRC G 762
MRC F 28
MRC F 28
MRC F 28
MRC F 28
MRC G 762
MRC G 762
MRC G 762
MRC F 28
MRC G 762
MRC F 28
MRC F 28
MRC F 28
MRC G 762
MRC G 762
MRC G 762
MRC G 762
MRC F 28
MRC G 762
MRC F 28
MRC F 28
MRC G 762
MRC F 28
MRC F 28
MRC G450
MRC F 28
MRC G 762
MRC G 762
MRC G 762
MRC F 28
MRC G 762
MRC G 762
MRC G 762




Last Name

Given Names

Ross

Ross

Roy
Samuels
Saxton
Scott
Scott
Scott
Scott
Sime
Simpson
Simpson
Simpson
Sims
Sinclair
Sinclair
Smart
Smith
Smith
Smith
Smith
Sommerville
Spence
Steele
Stevenson
Stevenson
Stewart
Stewart
Stewart
Stormont
Stuart
Taylor™
Thickett
Thompson
Thompson
Thompson
Thompson
Thompson
Thomson
Thomson
Thomson
Thomson
Thomson
Tough
Travers
Walker

John

Mary
Alexander
James

Bridget
Charles
William
William
William
Rebecca
Joseph

Mary Wardrop
Robert W.
John
Archibald Allan
Bernard N.
William
Elizabeth Muir
Emma Lavania
Hugh

John Grant
John

William

James

James

Joseph
Rachel

William

Lillias

James

Agnes Dick
Son of Adam Taylor
Jane

Agnes

Andrew
Charles
Margaret
William

David

James
Margaret
Margaret Laurie
William
William Angus
Elizabeth Skinner
Stewart James McFarlane

19 This plot is not owned by the Society

Month

5
1
-
9
3
3
4
4
4
9
8
7
4
2
1
4
6
4
3
6
4
6
6
6
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Day

3
31
28
25
10

3

6
27
16
19
12
18
29

5
14
10
12
23

9
13
24
26
17
15

4
16
17
19
28

7

3
11

3
29
26
18
14

7
10

9
10
23
30
26
28

1

Plot

MRC G 762
MRC G 762
MRC G 762
MRC G 762
MRC G 762
MRC F 28
MRC F 28
MRC G 762
MRC G 762
MRC G 762
MRC F 28
MRC F 28
MRC F 28
MRC G 762
MRC G 762
MRC G 762
MRC F 28
MRC G 762
MRC F 28
MRC G 762
MRC G 762
MRC G 762
MRC F 28
MRC F 28
MRC F 28
MRC G 762
MRC F 28
MRC F 28
MRC F 28
MRC F 28
MRC F 28
MRC G 450
MRC F 28
MRC F 28
MRC F 28
MRC F 28
MRC F 28
MRC F 28
MRC F 28
MRC F 28
MRC G 762
MRC F 28
MRC F 28
MRC G 762
MRC G 762
MRC F 28




Last Name

Given Names

Wallace
Wand
Warden
Waterson
Watson
Watson
Watson
Waugh
Weir
White
White
Whittet
Wicks
Wiggins
Williamson
Wilson
Wilson
Wilson
Windsor
Wood
Wright
Yates
Young

John

John
Margaret
Robert
Gordon Keith
Hugh

Walter

Mary

William
Ephraim
Jessie

Mrs. Catherine
George
Sarah
William
Alexander
John

Robert Andrew
William

Ellen

James
Agnes

Ann

Month Day

11
7
12
22
24
28
24
17
16
30
26
20
23
19
8
7
6
9
18
8
30
21
31

Plot

MRC G 762
MRC F 28
MRC G 762
MRC F 28
MRC F 28
MRC F 28
MRC G 762
MRC G 762
MRC G 762
MRC F 28
MRC F 28
MRC F 28
MRC F 28
MRC F 28
MRC F 28
MRC G 762
MRC G 762
MRC F 28
MRC G 762
MRC F 28
MRC G 762
MRC G 762
MRC G 762

The foregoing list of 322 names is mainly based on the records of the Mount Royal and the
Hawthorn-Dale Cemeteries. It has been cross-referenced with various records of the St. Andrew's
Society of Montreal, including those wherein only the number of burials but not the names of the
deceased are mentioned. Consequently, during a number of the 19™ century years, especially the
years 1878 to 1886, it has been difficult to reconcile the M.R.C.C. records with those of the
Society. The research in this regard is ongoing but it is presently estimated that the Society buried

366 people during the past 128 years.

The first sixteen people buried by the Society in Section F 28 were all victims of the S.S.
Montreal disaster which took place during 1857. Only two of these people are identified by name.




